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THE SQUIRREL  

I was speaking to a couple of our families who have friends and 

family in Ukraine and I imagine they are extremely worried for their 

loved ones. Each day seems to be more upsetting and I imagine this is 

impacting on us all but especially our children. When the children talk 

to us about Ukraine we support in a very sensitive and kind way but I 

can really see it is impacting. We will continue to support our children 

in every way that we can. Thank you for all of the kind donations this 

week. We have another collection due anytime. If you think there is 

more that we can do then please let us know and for our families in 

our community we are here to support at any time that you may 

need us.  

Thank you to all the families who joined me online on Monday 

evening to hear a little bit more about Watersports for Year 5 this 

year. It was lovely that Ashleigh Gibbs joined us from UKSA (an ex-

pupil of mine) and who appeared so confident and knowledgeable in 

her career. I was very proud. It is not too late to sign up for 

Watersports in Year 5, however there is quite a strict deadline as 

UKSA have to arrange enough staff to accommodate our group. We 

have been so lucky to receive a 50% grant but in these challenging 

times, if it is money that is stopping you signing your child up then 

please do let me know. I would not want a child to miss an 

opportunity.  

Also on Monday, the team had some training our Skills Builder 

programme and this will continue to support the school specifically 

building on skills the children will need for the future, which links 

beautifully to our own Lanesend characteristics of an effective 

learner. I have also had a meeting today regarding a project between 

students at Cowes Enterprise running a programme with our children 

here to build skills and emotional intelligence. It is all very exciting!  

It has been lovely to see Wonderfell Theatre return in school this 

week for Years 2 and 3 as they go on their journey through ‘Tales 

from Feeling Street’. It is just a lovely experience to understand how 

they feel. I was at a Conference yesterday that we had organised for 

Isle of Wight leaders and one of the speakers explained that as 

humans we are not built to be naturally happy, we are built for 

survival. However, we feel an enormous pressure to be and feel 

happy and what does this really mean for us all? Maybe something to 

explore further.  

Still on the subject of emotions, we are dressing for Red Nose Day 

as Emotion Monsters based on CBeebies Love Monster. Children can 

come in with a word to describe their emotion and in colours which 

represent their emotion. When we do colour breathing with children 

through the Trickbox cards it is always intriguing to see which colour 

they are feeling. Please do have the conversation with them about 

what colour their feeling represents. We are asking for a donation of 

£1 per child for Comic Relief that you can agree to and pay on 

School Money. Thank you all for your support.  

 

 

 

We have now got the professional photographs and the video of our 

performance from Dance Live and we would like to invite families in 

to see their children presented with their certificates, pin badge and 

to watch the video with us. We would still like to do this in bubbles. 

On Friday 25th March we will begin at 9am with Year 6, 9.45am 

with Year 5, 10.30am with Year 3 and Year 4 at 1.45am as they have 

swimming (hopefully) in the morning. The photographs are 

beautiful. If you would like a copy of all the professional photographs 

and video from the day we can send these to you via email for a small 

donation of £5 to help cover the costs of these. A School Form will be 

sent shortly.  

It was lovely to have Forest School return this week. I have also 

been in contact with Woodlearn Forest Schools who are able to 

provide an after school club from September and also a Tuesday in 

school club in the summer term. This would be a paid provision by 

families, if you would like your child join this club. Further details will 

be with you shortly.   

I would like to share some really lovely news that Miss Harrison in 

Year 4 is expecting her first baby in July this year. All being well with 

both baby and Miss Harrison, she hopes to be with us until the May 

half term. I will let the children and the families know as soon as I 

have a plan in place.  

We have had lots of lovely children join us since returning from half 

term. I would like to personally welcome them to the Lanesend 

Family and hope they love learning at our school. A huge welcome to 

Kensi in Year R, Lily and Mohammed in Year 1, Daisy-Mae in Year 3, 

Logan in Year 4 and Ole and Jack in Year 5. 

We are seeing a rise nationally for Covid cases which was to be 

expected after controls have been changed. We are also seeing this 

in school. Currently we have 1 member of staff but 25 children with 

positive tests, with Year 6 seeing the highest number with 9 children. 

The other cases are scattered throughout the school. We have fogged 

classrooms and will continue to ventilate, wash hands and complete 

extra cleaning whilst we navigate the next few weeks.  

Please do make an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher 

to receive the annual report, progress report and FLiC summary so 

that you can see how well your children are learning and how to 

help support them in their next steps at home and in school. Just a 

reminder that as it is Pupil Progress Meeting there are no teacher led 

clubs next week, this has been calculated into clubs for this term.  

I am sorry the newsletter is a day late. As mentioned previously, we 

had organised and attended at Leadership Conference yesterday 

and the day was so full we did not have a minute to finish the 

newsletter. I was just counting how many weeks we have left of this 

school year which is only 15 weeks, which equates to 75 school days. 

It definitely does not feel enough from where I am at the moment! 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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This Week’s Debate… 

 

Comic Relief—Emotion Monster Dress Up  

Friday 18th March—£1 donation 

How might your life be different if you weren't 

able to go to school? 

Spring Equinox Performances—Monday 21st March 2022 

10am—Arctic Wolf Class 

10.30am—Beluga Class 

11am—Rockhopper Class 

1.30pm—Penguin Class 

2.00pm—Ermine Class 

Whole School Attendance 

Last Week: 93.4% 
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Year R—Talk to me about...natural and man- made materials, ways to make 10, tallying, our writing target for next week. 

 Words to use... Number bonds, plastic, wood, paper, steel, finger spaces, letters on the line. 

Tips for the week...practise letter formation with a pre cursive form.  

We have been reading... Into the woods and Room on the Broom.  

Year 1- Talk to me about....weighing in maths. What language do we use to compare weight? How do we use the balance 
scales to weigh? What is a carnivore? What is a herbivore?  

Words to use...heavy, heavier, lighter, lighter, equal, carnivore, herbivore.  

Tips for the week...ask me about capital letters. When would we use capital letters? Help me spot examples of capital let-
ters when out and about. This week we have been learning about capital letters at the start of names and place names.  

We have been reading... All Are Welcome, The Gruffalo, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  

Year 2—Talk to me about ... Traditional tales 

Questions to ask … How many traditional tales do you know? Have you heard different versions of the tales?  What do you notice about 
the language used?  

Tips for the week... When out and about listen to the sounds in the environment.  What can you hear?  Listening for those quiet sounds 
can be really tricky. 

We have been reading... Jack and the Beanstalk,The Secret garden, Wind in the Willows.  

Year 3—TALK TO ME ABOUT The history of Northwood House trees 

WORDS TO USE plane tree, cork oak, Queen Victoria, duel, ancient 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK Look out for headlines, captions, quotes and the 5 Ws when looking at newspapers. 

WE ARE READING The Jungle Book and Fantastic Mr Fox 

Year 4—Talk to me about... sustainable engineering and renewable energy. 

Words to use... 5 w's, paragraph, headline, caption. 

Tips for the week... to find an equivalent fraction, multiply or divide the numerator and denominator by the same number. 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood. 

Year 5—Talk to me about: 

Improper fractions and how to convert them into mixed numbers. 

Tips: Times tables link into everything in life, practice them daily!  

We are reading: Polar Bear Explorers' Club 

Non-Chronological reports 

Year 6—Year 6 have been learning how to use co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions. Ask them about A White Bus.  

In maths we have been learning about different measurements.  

We had lots of fun in Forest school learning to use a saw. 
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Here is March’s Action for Happiness Calendar—Mindful March 

and Skills Builder Challenge for listening. 
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